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Sparks from Hammer

of ‘Queer’ Auctioneer

THE RED FLAG OF THE FAKE 1
SALE IS GOING, GOING-GONE?

Recent Round-Up by The Tribune Has at Least
Discouraged These Farcical Sales—How Secret
Signals Are Worked by a Trained Staff of
Operators in Character Parts.

or pretends to buy or gell, any goods,

: A pereon who buys or acils, i -

| W erchandise . . QXpoREs Jor Ea le by auction, if an actual

1 ¢ and '« go of ownershing therein does mot therenpon

g i wilty « f I,; mmdemeanor, JPuriiin hile by emprs nient
thirty daye. or by fine not exe ny one hindred dollavs, ar both.

1 1 ._ caom wha obtaims money or proporiy from a nofher b

e of awy false or fraudulemt rale of properity or pretended

or by any of the practices known s mock aue-

properiy by
a state prizon not erceeding

Wle by imprisonment in
the coun'y joil not exceeding one year, or by a fine
one thousand dollars, ov by bk ruch fine and imprison
addition theréto he forfeita any liconse he may hold to
and ia forever duqualified from recerving a license

fiom, t= pun

three yoars, or in

nol erccedly

ment; gnd n
acl an an auctionecr
fo art oy auctioneer within this state.

Section 943, Penal Code of the State of New York.

The red flag faunts its lure, “Auction Thiz Day,” in the warm Octo-
Ler breeze. A clock in the show window marks the time as 3:30. This
must not be taken too literally, as, like nearly all the other goods in the
place, it is “phony.” <till, the time may be safely stated as mid-afternoon,
ence the air is ablaze with sunshine. Notwithstanding, there is a rival
radian=e within the auction den—that of se veral huge electric globes. The
re of this illumination brings out to the uttermost the glitter
of glass, the sheen of silverware and jewelry as it is exposed on the
shelves or displayed in the hand of the auctioneer. He is a fat and humid
and he sweats profusely in the fieree white light that beats upon
VFie throne. Toward the rear, in the cashier’s box, sits a not unattractive
voung woman. Arranged back of her, all but concealed by hangings, stand
the packing cages containing the goods to be foisted on the publie. Some
of it is there on commission, the rest purchased outright by the operating
concern. All of it is cither the lowest class of junk or else neputable cheap
made to masquerade, by the art of the auctioneer, as high-class

factitions gl
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As it is the “dead hour” of the trade, there isn't much of a erowd.
Carefully disposed amidst the scant dozen representatives of the “sucker”
public are three “shillibers” or “shills.” A ghill is an accomplice and
employee of the auctioneer, whose rile it is to offer mock bids, according to
secret signal system, and otherwise to stimulate the public interest.
(ine. near the entrance, weurs the coat of a band musician, with the
{etters A. F. M. on the collar, and carries a trombone. (The “parts” are
often well costumed in this force.) Another, on the rear fringe of the
crowd, i= a middle aged woman with a shopper's parcel. The third, a
regro, is under the auctioneer’s very nose. Pipe in mouth, an off-duty
auctioneer, who will presently substitute for his partner, wanders about
the place disconsolately. He is playing the part of the owner of the
goods now (supposititiously) being auctioned off at sheriff's sale. On his
high perch the fat auctioneer wearily waves a suitcase, upon which
bidding has been slack, Suddenly he leans over to the negro, with an angry

ince,

The Aucticneer—If you're going to bid, whyn't you bid out loud,

The Nerro Shill—Did bid ou’ loud. Said two dollahs.

The Auctioneer—Two dollahs! Yah! Had the half three minutes ago.
Keep your ears open or your mouth shut.

The Negro Shill—Guess 1 got as much right to open my mouth as
anybuddy. Money talks, don’t it? An'I got the money.

The Auctioneer (threateningly)—Show some of it, then.

The Negro Shill—I'll show it all-right-all-right when I buy. You
e o fair show. You're a dis-ca-riminatin’ against me. That's

win't givin'
egainst the law.

The Auctioneer- Don't vou talk to me about the law. ['m running
this auct Go outside and talk to yourself, Go on, now. Git!

The Negro Shill (making a slow exit)—I got as much right here as
anybuddy. 1 ain't done nuthin. 1 got money to buy with if they'd give
me a show. (Passing outside, followed by the other shills, and apostro-
phizing the flag)—What are you doin' up there, purtendin’ to be a fair-
play auction place

The Associnte Auctioneer—Say, look here, my man. You'd better

move on.

The Negro Shill (resentfully) —Who are you? What'll I move on for?
(Appealing Lo the gathering erowd)—1 went in there to buy, and the
felluh won't sell me. He save 1 don' bid right. 1 say I'm entitled to a
stuff there 1 wanta hid on.

fair show, if 1T am dark complected.

The Musicinn & ; an unctuons volee)—They <ure have ot some
swell art th

The Wornan &l Vo oot edge of the crowd) —Such prices for
;uu\l silver 1 never saw. 1f T hadn™ spent o | my money—

The Associnte Auctioneer -It's tough on a man to see his stock
pnini: for nothing

The Negro Shill—They was one wateh theve, a reilroad wuteh! Oh,

Inwsy! If I'd got there one minute soons

A Callow Youth in the erowd—What did it sel (o

I'he Musician Shill—Fourteen, and worth farty

(The crowd, caught and fooled by the oratory of the nogioe shil, b
ging to drift in, to the 3
the other hills. COnee
taken in hand by the pipe-smoking supposed owner of thie stock, who
eatches the fat nuctioneer’'s eye. That humid worthy immediately sete
down the priceless meerschaum, which nobody hid for—in the alsence of
the shills—and proceeds to “play up.”)

tune of enthusiastic and enti

ide, the vouth who inquired about tl “watch is

The Auctioneer—What's that? So want a railroad watch? I'm
t.n’. sure the storckeeper has one left ng back over his shoulder)
Miss Simons, pot a railroad watch? . in the safe, please. Might be

one left. A gentleman has asked for cne. (Turning to the mutician shill,
who has worked his way forward)— What make would you prefer, sir?
Howard, Waltham, Jorgensen, Elgin or what? Oh, a Time Ball Special.
Well, that's & very fine watch, The gentleman seems to know what he
wants, 1 only hope we have one of that class left. (To the rear)—We
haven't? Oh, you've pot one, Good! (Opening, polishing and holding up
the wateh.) Now, ladies and gentlemen, ‘here we have a wonderful
watch. 1 don't know of a better one made anywhere in these United
B!nt_ca. This is the railroad wateh, indorsed by 1-l|e Brotherhood of Loco-
mutn}'n Emlnnr-'s, It has twenty-one jewels, non-magnetic, and ndjusted
::'hmx positions,  Guaranteed for ten years. A perfect t:mtkee}wr.
wh::::: :1;:1'.-:'1”1“-7 this very fine watch? Lot No. 7. Whammi offered?
The Shill (taking the “No. 7" ich indi
which he is to start fhrhl,-ic;::n:;._:;:;. :I.u!l:rtwh MRS et
The Auctioneer—Ten dollars. Ten—ten— ‘T('T:
- 'Ehc .’«srtmwuto.'a\uc'lmnm-r (to lhe.)\clmz Auctioncer) —Hold on, now
r. Sheriff; 1 don't want my goods gwven away, | w ! '
The Auctioneer—Don't tel » : s o4
: o't tell me what to get for it. 1I'l] get al
;-_u! I'll eell as bid. (To the Shill: Just the same, I'm sur;ﬁ‘;w’; ia: :‘Hn.
ou seem A« now somet ) . i i
Bi5 \:u:‘:: I;I kriow something about watches, and you offer me $10 for a
The Associnte Auctioneer (to i
chance. Better fump in before tht- t::““:::"'“"d o
Sheriff, I'd like to h
on p‘hriullll‘r},

ten——ro

& your
g g (To the Auctioneer) Mr.
ave you faver my young friend here (patting youth

The Auctioneer (austerely)—I favor nobody. 1° . :
wateh down to the highest bidder. Ten f!li;:.'l'ul;;--]lll,-l-‘lhl'lr‘? ¢ Snock thile
Sl o0 a0 4. Len dollars—ten

The Youth— Eleven.

The Shill--Twelve,

The Youth-—Twelve-fifty,

The Aucticneer—Sold! For twelve-fifty o
Pass back to the cashier, please. ;
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